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AN EMPHASIS ON THE UNDERESTIMATED PERSPECTIVES OF AIR POLLUTION

*KANISHK RAJ?

INTRODUCTION

“The environment is where we all meet; where we all have a mutual interest; it is the

one thing all of us share.”
-Lady Bird

Johnson

India, one of the most populous country in the world with 1.37 billion population, is
also one of the most polluted nations. Several studies? have stated that approx. 1.2
million Indians die due to Air pollution. One of the major reasons for the degradation of
the environment in India is Air Pollution. It acts as an impetus for a wide range of
unfavourable health issues, for example, cancer, cardiovascular infections, respiratory
issues and other fatal illnesses. At the point when the idea of Air Pollution comes in
advance, the world knows the fundamental components behind it are Industrial
Pollution, Industrial Waste, Carbon emission from automobiles, and so on Yet, what
we neglect to see is that there are some generally influencing different variables behind
the exceptionally alarming environmental change that we are sabotaging today. We
can't put a prohibition on all the ventures nor would we be able to hold onto the
automobiles from simply being existing and being the significant reason for Air
Pollution. In any case, what we can do is put a check and think of an answer to fixing

these underestimated issues that are undoubtedly an exceptionally affecting reason for

1 Author is a student at New Law College, Bharati Vidyapeeth University, Pune
2 “Bindu Shajan Perappadan, In India, Air Pollution is the third-highest cause of death among all health

risks: report, THE HINDU (3rd April 2019),
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/over-12m
early-deaths-in-india-in-2017-due-to-air-pollution-report/article26719117.ece/amp/ . (accessed on: 27t
Oct 2020)”
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environmental change today. These are the issues that are existing inside us from
hundreds of years yet are obvious to our eyes. We generally neglect to ignore these
issues which bring about the ecological debasement at this stirring level that we face
today, which has influenced the unstoppable force of life as well as an individual in
manners that outcomes in the driving of nails into our own final resting places. These
underestimated issues, whenever viewed, can not exclusively be restored however may
help in forestalling environmental change at a disturbing rate. All they require is some
consideration and a few moves to be made upon. The issues that the mass neglect to see

wretchedly as well as do rehearse at a consistent rate are thusly examined upon.

JUNKYARD

India’s largest and biggest junkyards and scrap yards are situated in big cities such
Pidupet located in Chennai, Mayapuri located in Delhi, Mallick Bazar situated in
Kolkata, Ukkadam located in Coimbatore and Lohar Chawal based in Mumbai in
which most of the recycling process is being carried out in these big cities by various

dismantlers and scrap dealers.

As the use of vehicles is increasing the proper management, treatment and disposal of
vehicles at their end-of-life has become a concerning issue. As of now, disposed of
vehicles are reused by the semi-formal area, for example, scrap vendors or dismantlers.
The vehicles are brought down through and through and are recycled or reused.
Portions of the vehicles are additionally offered to optional metal preparing units for
reusing or recovery. This cycle of optional material recovery is a significant danger to
the climate. It additionally guarantees different health perils as such exercises are the

second rate and are generally done without utilizing legitimate gear and instruments.

On March 7, 2001, Unilever's illegal dump of harmful mercury wastes in the dense

watershed forest and in a scrapyard in a thickly populated area of Kodaikanal, Tamil
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Nadu was exposed by the nearby citizens and environmentalist. The processing plant
was shut down right away. In the months that followed, it was uncovered that several
tons of mercury were discharged into the climate, and proof started surfacing that

workers and residents were totally in obscurity about the dangerous effects of mercury.®

After 14 years, neither has natural tainting been cleaned nor have influenced workers
been restored. Set up after spotting in Tamil Nadu and India, the same story is rehashed
— in Ranipet, Kodungaiyur, Mettur, Cuddalore, Manali, Thoothukudi. The Government
enthusiastically clears the path for industries to set up, by persuading villagers and
securing their lands. In any case, when things turn out badly and workers or residents
are harmed by pollution, activity to restore influenced individuals or tainted sites takes

time or does not occur.

A 2002 Research study by URS Dames and Moore, HUL's consultant, reports that the
plant discharged more than 1.3 tonnes of mercury into the Pambar Shola Reserved
Forest which is currently essential for the Kodaikanal Wildlife Sanctuary. The study
notes that HUL illegally sold in excess of 43 tonnes of mercury wastes containing 440
kg of mercury to scrap merchants, including 5.3 tonnes that were found unloaded in
2001 of a scrapyard in a packed piece of Kodaikanal town. It was for this offence that

the state natural controller shut down Unilever's thermometer industrial facility.*

The 1.3 tonnes of huge loads of mercury released into the forest can't be recovered.
Quite a bit of it will circle inside the sensitive forest ecosystem, hurting untamed life

and working up in natural pecking orders. The Pambar Shola is a sub-montane tropical

3 Panel Discussion on 16th May '15: Unilever’s Toxic Legacy in Kodaikanal, KODAI MERCURY,
http://kodaimercury.org/panel-discussion-unilevers-toxic-legacy-in-kodaikanal/. (accessed on: 28" Oct
2020)

4 Unilever’s Mercury Pollution in Kodaikanal, India — Claims vs Reality, KODAlI MERCURY,
http://kodaimercury.org/unilevers-mercury-pollution-in-kodaikanal-india/. (accessed on: 28" Oct 2020)
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evergreen forest with lively floor-level, amphibian and arboreal ecosystems. The
sullied processing plant site keeps on spilling mercury-loaded residue into the Pambar
Shola watershed. An October 2015 investigation paid for by Unilever discovered
significant levels of mercury in three of five sediment tests taken from the Pambar

Shola forests.®

A comparable scene can likewise be found in Mumbai. For some, Mumbaikars, living
in and around Dharavi is simply one more spot as the chasm. One of the greatest ghettos
in Asia, however, Dharavi doesn't have a significant industry, it is home to many piece
reusing units and little scope ventures. It houses tanneries, reusing units, earthenware
furnaces and plastic washing units, making it one of the most polluted and

contaminated spots in the city.

Contamination from the scrap recycling units and furnaces spread to Mahim, Sion and
Bandra. A comparison of the January 2012 and January 2013 contamination readings
by Maharashtra Pollution Control Board in Sion shows that the normal respiratory
suspended particulate issue (RSPM) has multiplied from 101.53 ug/m3 a year ago to
208.89 ug/ma3 this year.

LANDFILL

Landfills are locations where disposable materials are buried underground as a method

of recycling some waste and are also known as “Landfill sites”. There are three types of

landfills- Industrial waste

> Ibid
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landfills (to dispose of industrial and commercial waste), Municipal solid waste
(MSW) landfills (to dispose of household waste) and Hazardous waste landfills (to
dispose of harmful waste). while decomposing, a certain gas is produced known as the
Landfill Gas (LFG). The primary component of LFG is methane and rest is carbon
dioxide and some non-methane organic compounds. LFG, if not treated appropriately
can be a tremendous danger to the climate as it can cause a worldwide temperature
alteration at a disturbing rate. Gases, for example, methane and carbon dioxide can
warm up the earth rapidly and henceforth bring about a worldwide temperature
alteration. As LFG is comprised of these gases any Landfill site is a reproducing zone
for man-made pollution. Additionally, Local streams could likewise get polluted with
poisons leaking through the ground from the landfill site. It is likewise observed that
once such destinations are filled they can't be redeveloped again since they become
excessively contaminated. Landfill destinations can likewise create terrible smells
during the way toward decaying and thus it tends to be hard to remain in the area. Yet,
these can possibly occur if such deteriorating is managed without taking the correct

measure.

In the event that LFG is appropriately caught and changed over, it tends to be utilized
as an environmentally friendly power asset. Utilizing LFG will assist with
diminishing odours and different perils related to LFG emanations. Avoiding potential
risk would forestall hurtful gases like methane from relocating into the environment
and adding to neighbourhood brown haze and worldwide environmental change. Also,

LFG energy activities will produce income and make neighbourhood occupations.

In the case of Almitra H. Patel and Ors. V. UOI and Ors.® the Apex court held that

landfill sites be identified keeping in mind environmental consideration and

6 (2004) 13 SCC 538
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requirement of the city for next 20 years sites be identified for setting up of compost

plants, steps be taken to prevent fresh encroachments.

Aside from the money related costs, trash covered in landfill separates at an
exceptionally moderate rate and stays an issue for whom and what is to come. As per,
an annual report released by CPCB in the year 2001-2002 stated that wastes should
not be allowed to get disposed of directly without pre-treatment into the landfill
facility and suggested that wastes coming to the landfill should first go through the

paint filter test.’

CROP BURNING

The demonstration of crop burning in India is among the huge purposes behind
environmental pollution northern part of India. Crop burning was exceptionally
regular till 1990 preceding the administration bound it because of the expanding level
of pollution it caused. The cycle of crop burning is when after the reaping period the
leftover grains of paddy, wheat and so forth are scorched to minimise the planning
time among collecting and planting for the ‘rabi crop'. The negligence of burning is
normal and can be found in states, for example, Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
In the province of Haryana and Punjab, consistently roughly around 34 Million Tons
of crop squanders are burned.® Smoke from this burning produces a cloud otherwise
called brown haze which results on the crumbling and consumption of the air quality
over New Delhi and its neighboring zones. In an investigation, it was expressed that
because of crop burning around 149.24 Million tonnes of CO2, in excess of 9 million

tonnes of CO, 0.25 Million tonnes of SOX and around 0.07 Million Tonnes of dark

7 The Annual Report of CPCB, 2001-2002, Chapter X1V, para 14.6.1
8https://www.hindustantimes.com/delhi-news/delhi-s-pollution-nightmare-crop-burning-in-nearby-state
begins/story-djXJY8WO0Ugzm8dgsxmbNOK.html (accessed on: 291" Oct 2020)
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carbon are delivered.® These straightforwardly influence the wellbeing of individuals
and are in like manner the purpose behind the expanding pace of a worldwide
temperature alteration. Despite the fact that crop burning is an offence under Section
188 of the IPC and the Pollution Control Act of 1981 the administration needs
appropriate usage arrangements and all such exercises goes unpunished and in this
way debases the air quality. In spite of this, in the year 2015, the NGT restricted crop
burning in the conditions of Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, and Punjab. In the
next year, Delhi High Court likewise passed a request against the equivalent. Punjab
government additionally forced a fine of Rs 73.2 lakh on certain cultivators for
burning of the crop residue. In 2018 the National Green Tribunal in the event of
Vikrant Kumar Tonga v Environmental Pollution (Prevention Control) Authority and
Ors forced a fine of Rs. 2,00,000 (2 lakh) on the Delhi Government for not
documenting an activity plan for giving motivating forces and infrastructural help to
farmers to confine them from burning crop to forestall air pollution. Be that as it may,
all these neglected to have any productive effect on the farmers as they kept on
burning crop deposits and consequently bringing about hurting the climate

antagonistically.

CONCLUSION

° https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/agriculture/stubble-burning-a-problem-for-the-environment
agricultureandhumans64912#:~:text=A%20study%?20estimates%20that%20crop,million%20tonnes%?2
00f%20black%?20carbon.

102018 SCC OnLine NGT 558

42



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH & ANALYSIS VOLUME 6 ISSUE 1
ISSN-2347-3185

12/12/2020

The people are continually discussing the different ways their carries on with are
hopeless and about specific reasons that are harming our lives and we ought not to be
appreciative for the air contamination which is expanding at a fast rate and affecting
us more than anything. As each coin has different sides same goes here, as science
and innovation are helping us in different manners just as helping us in knowing the
results of the pollution, it is likewise assuming a part in the expansion of air pollution.
The NGT in case of Durga Dutt v. the State of H.P!! managing the issue identifying
with pollution, set out specific rules for the travel industry, setting up a green expense
reserve, keeping up the vehicular pollution and arrival of Black Carbon, moving to
biodegradable waste, and so on so as to more readily safeguard the nature, climate and
air of the perfect icy mass. In any case, the issue is much bigger than a solitary issue.
Starting late, an examination on-air tainting and disease has come up, giving us the
way that the consumption in air quality will have more awful outcomes that one can
envision. As per the latest reports available, as a country, India emanates 534 kilotons
of Black Carbon yearly with critical responsibilities from neighbourhood use, burning
of crop deposits, sugar industry, manure cake burning, and vehicles. There is a
pressing should be the pioneers of progress and it isn't workable for us to make
tremendous strides like Paris Climate Meet over and over. So as opposed to bantering
upon and attempting to fix the issues that may appear to be difficult to fix or may
make a long time to come into a move like curbing industrial and automobiles waste,
what we can do is look for up to these more successful options like scratching
junkyards, crop-burning, landfills, and so forth, which may not exclusively be our
initial move towards a superior tomorrow Yyet additionally towards a greener

tomorrow.

11 Application No. 238 (THC) of 2013 (CWP No. 5087 of 2011)
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